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“The second expression of
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hip hop in Cuba was the DdJs.
Since there were no turntables
available, they used 8-tracks
and recorded music from the .
radio — stations like 99 JAMZ
in Miami and 1040 AM. They
would get their tape recorders

ready, wait for a day with o
conditions for good reception, k il.?‘%;
and they'd start to record, .‘“ ""'i."ﬂ' ]
creating their own mix tapes.

When making these mix %
tapes, the goal was to make E .';‘
the tape tight, with one song
leading up into another one,
because these tapes would
be the ones they would use
for parties. You would get to
the party, put on your tape
and dance until the tape
was over. The success of the
party hinged on not having to
stop, with the music always
going, which is exactly what
turntables and Dding is about.

Back in the day, DJs like
Cool Herc thought you would
waste too much time finishing
a song, picking a new album,
and putting on another album -
—that’s why they started using
two turntables. The Cubans
would do the same but with
their tapes.”
—Ariel

DJ Leidis

Ariel

114 Being Cuban means

being a person that does a lot

with the little he has




