
108 109 Being Cuban means

being a person that does a lot

with the little he has

Rebelde Malcoml

MC/Producer

 A member of the group 

Justicia, featured in the 

Cuban Hip Hop All-Stars 

Volume 1., Rebelde produced 

the first demo for Justicia 

under the label name 18 a 16 

Productions. He works with 

a computer, a sampler and 

keyboards as well as with live 

guitars, flutes or piano. 18 

a 16 Productions is about to 

release its first compilation 

album, also a compilation 

of women rappers, an R & B 

album with Justicias singer 

Reynaldo, and a new group 

project with Adriansy, named 

Juntamenta.

Yoan

MC/Producer

 A member of RCA, Yoan 

decided to start producing 

during a trip to the United 

States. After selling three 

black market boxes of Cohiba 

cigars at premium prices, 

Yoan ran to an electronic store 

in New York City and bought 

his favorite bedroom item, 

an MPC player. Following his 

dreams of music making, Yoan 

is now cooking up a mixture 

of Cuban music, reggae, pop, 

hip hop, soul and rock and 

roll. He’s currently producing 

RCA’s new demo.
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Osmel of Cubanos en La Red
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Yoan of RCA

El Menor

MC/Producer

 A member of the collective 

Familia’s Cuba Represent, El 

Menor also relies solely on 

a computer and a couple of 

programs for sound editing, to 

create exemplary tracks such 

as those found on Familia’s 

first album. His style merges 

Cuban horns with Mozart’s 

string sections, all layered 

atop hard drum patterns. He 

also produces for his group 

Duros como el Acero, Duro 

como el Acero opened for 

Common’s first performance 

in Cuba back in 1999 at the 

community project of La 

Guinera.

DJ Tony

DJ/Producer

 The creative, acclaimed 

and workaholic DJ for Eddy K, 

winner of several DJ battles 

and contests, DJ Tony’s style 

mixes strictly Cuban sounds 

with a bounding drum rhythm 

that makes the party jump. 

Eddy K has put two demos 

out of the little-room studio of 

DJ Tony. They have followed, 

cultivated and innovated 

the path first opened by the 

sound structure of Cuba’s 

leading gold-selling rap group, 

Orishas. Tony also uses a 

computer to make his textured 

and flavorful beats.

Cubanos en La Red

 Although different from 

the other underground rap 

groups in the sense that they 

lean on reggaeton, Cubanos en 

La Red discuss everyday life 

but with comical commentary. 

They have begun to create a 

place for themselves in the 

arena of the Cuban hip hop 

sound.
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